231.   LETTER TO R. JV. MANDLIK

POST ANDHERI,
March 28, 1924

DEAR MR.  MANDLIK,

I thank you for sending me a marked copy of Nava Kal1
referred to by you in your letter of the 19th instant.

In my opinion, the context gives a somewhat different
meaning to the one put upon the sentences in question by you.
I had those sentences and previous ones translated by a friend.
The meaning that I gather is that Mr. Khadilkar puts the logical
position to which our leaders are driven. You will see that the
concluding sentence is interrogative. So far as I am myself con-
cerned, there is no question of my leading a programme of pre-
parations for civil disobedience. Whether the country is in a
fit state for starting a campaign of civil disobedience is a question
on which I dare not pronounce an opinion when I have hardly
studied the condition of the different provinces. But of this I am
sure that we shall gain nothing worth having until the country is
ready for civil disobedience, and therefore, whether I am well or
ill, the course is, in my opinion, quite clear. Enforcement of the
Bardoli programme will make the country ready for civil disobedi-
ence in the quickest time possible.

Tours sincerely,

SJT. R. N. MANDLIK
EDITOR, THE "LOKAMANYA"
207, RASTIBAI BUILDING,
GIRGAUM, BOMBAY No. 4

From a photostat: S.N. 8612; also C.W. 5170

1 Gandhiji had asked for this earlier; vide '"Letter to R. N.  Mandlik",
20-3-1924.